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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 77.4 

State animal health official. The State 
official responsible for livestock and 
poultry disease control and eradication 
programs. 

State representative. A veterinarian or 
other person employed in livestock 
sanitary work of a State or a political 
subdivision of a State and who is au-
thorized by such State or political sub-
division of a State to perform the func-
tion involved under a memorandum of 
understanding with APHIS. 

Transportation document. Any docu-
ment accompanying the interstate 
movement of livestock, such as an 
owner’s statement, manifest, switch 
order, or vehicle record, on which is 
stated the point from which the ani-
mals are moved interstate, the destina-
tion of the animals, the number of ani-
mals covered by the document, and the 
name and address of the owner or ship-
per. 

Tuberculosis. The contagious, infec-
tious, and communicable disease 
caused by Mycobacterium bovis. (Also re-
ferred to as bovine tuberculosis.) 

United States. All of the States. 
United States Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) approved backtag. A 
backtag issued by APHIS that provides 
a temporary unique identification for 
each animal. 

Zone. A defined geographic land area 
identifiable by geological, political, 
manmade, or surveyed boundaries, 
with mechanisms of disease spread, ep-
idemiological characteristics, and the 
ability to control the movement of ani-
mals across the boundaries of the zone 
taken into account. 

[65 FR 63517, Oct. 23, 2000, as amended at 66 
FR 7592, Feb. 20, 2002; 69 FR 64649, Nov. 8, 
2004; 70 FR 61026, Oct. 20, 2005; 72 FR 39305, 
July 18, 2007; 73 FR 54062, Sept. 18, 2008; 78 FR 
2064, Jan. 9, 2013; 79 FR 43926, July 29, 2014] 

§ 77.3 Tuberculosis classifications of 
States and zones. 

The Administrator shall classify each 
State for tuberculosis in accordance 
with this part. A zone comprising less 
than an entire State will be given a 
particular classification upon request 
of the State only if the Administrator 
determines that: 

(a) The State meets the requirements 
of this part for establishment of zones; 

(b) The State has adopted and is en-
forcing regulations that impose restric-
tions on the intrastate movement of 
cattle, bison, and captive cervids that 
are substantially the same as those in 
place under this part for the interstate 
movement of cattle, bison, and captive 
cervids; and 

(c) The designation of part of a State 
as a zone will otherwise be adequate to 
prevent the interstate spread of tuber-
culosis. 

§ 77.4 Application for and retention of 
zones. 

(a) A State animal health official 
may request at any time that the Ad-
ministrator designate part of a State 
as having a different tuberculosis clas-
sification under this part than the rest 
of the State. The requested zones must 
be delineated by the State animal 
health authorities, subject to approval 
by the Administrator. The request 
from the State must demonstrate that 
the State complies with the following 
requirements: 

(1) The State must have the legal and 
financial resources to implement and 
enforce a tuberculosis eradication pro-
gram and must have in place an infra-
structure, laws, and regulations that 
require and ensure that State and Fed-
eral animal health authorities are noti-
fied of tuberculosis cases in domestic 
livestock or outbreaks in wildlife; 

(2) The State in which the intended 
zones are located must maintain, in 
each intended zone, clinical and epi-
demiologic surveillance of animal spe-
cies at risk of tuberculosis at a rate 
that allows detection of tuberculosis in 
the overall population of livestock at a 
2 percent prevalence rate with 95 per-
cent confidence. The designated tuber-
culosis epidemiologist must review re-
ports of all testing for each zone within 
the State within 30 days of the testing; 
and 

(3) The State must enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with 
APHIS in which the State agrees to ad-
here to any conditions for zone rec-
ognition particular to that request. 

(b) Retention of APHIS recognition 
of a zone is subject to annual review by 
the Administrator. To retain recogni-
tion of a zone, a State must continue 
to comply with the requirements of 
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